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Grand Opening Celebration
by Bernard Licata

We had 323 visitors tour the Museum on Opening
Day...from Ribbon Cutting at 12:00 Noon to 4:00
PM. We had another 15 or 20 stragglers who
looked through the Museum while clean -up was
underway.

It looks like we added 21 new m embers and some
donations to the Building Fund.

Special thanks to our Event Chairman,

Ruth Roth , and her team that inclu ded:

Kathy O'Connor, Barbara Persyn, Doris Jackson
Doreen Miller , Marie Eidt , and Nancy & Bernard
Licata. Volunteers supporting the foodservice
effort were: Ron Wludyka , Ruth & Ken Roth
Janie & Art Armstrong , Doreen & Chuck Miller
John Eidt and Kathy O'Connor. Karen Smith
was a trooper...she manned the retail sales
counter in the Museum all afternoon and Gary
Grout 8 srangdaughter , Cheryl Lynn Dewley
monitore d the flow of traffic into the m useum.

Nancy Boulton , left,
was presented with
a Founders plaque
by Gary Grout for
her Vision and
Determination in
getting The Society
underway.

continued on page 3

From the P resident

Now is the time to focus on raising funds to
purchase the old Fire Hall. As directed by our
membership, the Board of Directors entered into a
12-month lease beginning in March of this year.
To make the old Fire Hall a permanent location for
our Museum, we must raise $140,000as the
purchase price. The Society has a pledge from the
Karen and Drew Peslar Foundation of $25,000
toward that goal. We also have received over
$3,000in additional co ntributions to our building
fund with more to come . We would like to
accomplish this by our General Membership
Annual Meeting in August.

You will soon receive a fund raising brochure
which will be mailed to all property owners on
Harsens Island. As a 501(c)(3) your contribution
to the buildin g fund can be tax deducti ble.

One of our major fundraisers is t he Rum Runners
Party to be held at the Middle Channel Country
Club on June 25. Tickets are $35 per person and
tables seating 6 or 8 people are availa ble on a
first -come, first-serve basis. A silent auction and
50/50 raffles are being planned and items and
services are needed for the auction. 1 92008 s
is appropriate and prizes will be given for the
best dressed. Contact Nancy Licata (810 -748-
1825) for your dinner tickets and selection of
Pickerel or Prime Rib on the menu. See our ad on
page 4. We hope to see everyone there!

The Grand Opening of our museum held on May
28 is behind us and the doors are open to the
public on weekends from 12 -4 pm. Volunteers are
needed to staff the museum and should contact
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President
Gary Grout - 810-748-3320

1*' Vice President
Nancy Boulton - 810-748-3802

2" Vice President
John Chamberlain -810-748-3519

Treasurer
Chris Wludyka - 810-748-8815

Secretary
Nancy Licata - 810-748-1825

Members at Large
Bernard Licata -810-748-1825
John Eidt - 810-748-3181
Lucy Burby -Mastro - 810-748-8977

Donations Needed

If you have an item you would
like to donate or loan, please call
Nancy Boulton at 810-748-3802.

Tashmoo Park

Hotels

Ferry Service

Bars and Speakeasies
Ships, Lighthouses

Coast Guard
Party/Grocery/Other Businesses
Marinas/Boats
Clubs/Organizations
Schools

Family History /Photos
Hunting/Fishing
Firefighters/Police
Surrounding Islands
Reference Materials/Books
Farms

DNR

Churches

Ice Jams

Old Club
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From t he President

continued

Nancy Boulton at 810-748-3802 for orientation and
assignments.

The only business item conducted at the May 28 ™ General
Membership Meeting was to finalize the slate of candidates
for next yeards Board of Dire
voted on to fill the two vacant positions are Nancy Boulton,
Otto Jensen and Karen Mcintosh. The two candidates
elected will serve a three year term. After a call for
nominations from the floor, the nominations were closed.
Ballots will be available on our web site as well as at the
museum a mailing to the membership is being discussed by
the Board. The two candidates elected will be announced at
the August General Membership Annual Meeting. The new
Board will then select its Officers for 2012.

- Gary Grout

HISCFHS Board of Directors
John Chamberlain, John Eidt, Nancy Boulton, Lucy Mastro,
Nancy Licata, Bernard Licata, Gary Grout and Chris Wludyka
enjoy a sip of champagne at a museum preview on the eve of
the Grand Opening Celebration.
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Grand O pening Celebration

by Bernard Licata continued

Distinguished guests included
Joanne Shirkey from the Clay
Township Board and Township
Supervisor, Jay DeBoyer. At noon,
we held a Ribbon Cutting
Ceremony with Jay DeBoyer doing
the honors.

Mike Joye, Firefighter, EMS, Battalion Chief with the St. Clair Shores Fire department and
longtime Harsens Island r esident conducted the Flag Raising Ceremony with a group of Veterans
assisting. Father Sig and Pastor Eldridge offered the Invocation.

We were pleased by the large group that attended from the Algonac -Clay Historical Society.

Dazee the Clown entertained the kids and Randy and son Keith provided musical entertainment
wit h folk music.

The Museum has a small gift shop that features a variety of Island lore such as Tashmoo
paperweights, framed Tashmoo Park ride tickets, Historical Society hats and ¢ alendars, a replica

of the 1914 Steamer Tashmoo Dining Room Menu, First Nat ion Ojibwa, Native American
Educational Books, Video and Childrends Craft:
(Walpole Island) arts & crafts along with art created by member and graphic artist Larry

Zelensky that includes note cards and prints of Harsens Island points of interest.

The original 1938 Dedication. From the 2011 Grand Opening Celebration .



The Society Pages

June 2011

THE ROARING 20s

The Roaring Twenties is a phrase used to describe the
1920s, principally in North America, but also in

London, Berlin and Paris. The phrase was meant to
emphasize the period's social, artistic, and cultural
dynamism. The era was notable by several inventions
and discoveries, unprecedented industrial growth,
increased consumer demand and aspirations, and
significant changes in lifestyle and culture.

The gloom of World War | was over and the spirit of
the Roaring Twenties was marked by a break with
traditions. New technologies, especially automobiles,
moving pictures and radio proliferated. Formal
decorative frills were shed in favor of practicality. At
the same time, jazz and dancing rose in popularity. As
such, the period is also often referred to as the Jazz
Age. Louis Armstrong , Miles Davis, Ella Fitzgerald
and Duke Ellington were nationally known names.

Radio became the first mass broadcasting medium .
Radios were expensive, but their mode of
entertainment proved innovative. Radio advertising
became the means for mass marketing . Mass
production made technology affordable to the middle
class. The automobile , movie, radio, and chemical
industries skyrocketed during the 1920s. Of chief
importance was the automobile industry . Before the
war, cars were a luxury. In the 1920s, mass -produced
vehicles became common throughout the U.S. The
automobile industry's effects were widespread,
contributin g to such industries as highway building,
motels, service stations, used car dealerships and
new housing outside the range of mass transit.

Hollywood boomed, producing a new form of
entertainment that shut down the old vaudeville.
Watching a movie was che ap and accessible; crowds
surged into new downtown movie palaces and
neighborhood theatres, with even greater marvels like
sound appearing at the end of the decade.

Telephone lines also were being strung across the
continent. Indoor plumbing and modern sewer
systems were installed for the firstti me in many
regions.

Immortalized in movies and magazine covers, young
womenods fashion of the
social statement, a breaking -off from the rigid

Victorian way of life. These young, rebellious, middle -
cl ass women, |l abel ed
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did away with the corset and donned slinky knee -
length dresses, which exposed their legs and arms.
The hairstyle of the decade was a chin -length bob, of
which there were several popular variations.
Cosmetics, which until the 1920s was not typically
accepted in American society because of its
association with prostitution , became, for the first
time, extremely popular.

Trends and Fads

Mahjongg and Yahtzee
Dancing and Dance M arathons
Flagpole Sitting

Miss America contests
Crossword Puzzles
Book-of-the-Month Club
TimeMagazi ne,
Charles Lindbergh

ofl ap Ty Cobb, Babe Ruth
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