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A LOOK BACK AT 2011

January

Our President at the time, Gary Grout, passed along
these prophetic words in the From the President
column in the January 2011 issue of the Society News .

OWhat is going to happen in the new decade we enter
in 2011 is what | choose to write about this month.
2011 will be the year that either makes or breaks your
Society. It will prove to everyone who has already
joined our Society and those still to join that we are for
real. So get ready to put on your old clothes, the ones
you save to paint in. At the December Board meeting
it was decided to try to lease the Fire Hall and spend
some of our funds. A lease agreement has been
drawn up for a period of twelve months, beginning
March 1, 2011. We have a home for at least a year at a
cost we can afford. Now we must get busy and come
up with the necessary funds to purchase the Fire Hall
at the end of our lease.0

February

Clay Township was contacted and we found the
following information on the Fire Hall. In 2001
Electrical, Mechanical and Plumbing permits were
issued for the following work: New Furnace, Air
Conditioner, Water Pump & Smoke Detectors, New
Sink, Toilet, and Hot Water Heater. There is no city
w ater connected to the building but there is a water
line which runs from th e building to the South
Channel. We will see if this line can be used; as a
renter connecting to the cit y water would be very
costly for the Society. Several other Island contractors
have been contacted for their thoughts on what we
need to open the building to the public.

continued on page 3

From the P resident

As we enter the 24 ™ month in the germination
and growth of anidea and vision to create a
Historical Society and Museum dedicated to
Harsens Island and the St. Clair Flats, | am
mindful of the energy and selfless dedication
each of you has contributed to helping get us to
where we are today.

We have come a long way and as we continue to
press forward, new doors will open and we will
achieve the goal we have set for ourselvest o

make the Old Fire Hall in Sans Souci our

permanent museum. (Admittedly, we have not
figured out exactly how we will get there

yet é. but please know the
continues to work on it every day.)

Some dayséthe ol d br auldn
ask each of you to send me an e-mail with just

one new idea on how to make the Historical
Society a resounding success and find the dollars
to purchase the building for the Museum.

Recall the heading on this column a couple
mont hs agoé.

o Ne v e rpeaple iow to do things.

Tell them what to do and they will surprise you
with their [ ngenuity. o
General George S. Patton

E-mail your idea to me at: licata@comcast.net
Have a safe, warm and fun holiday season with
family and friends.
BEST WISHES and
A HAPPY, HEALTHY NEW Y
bernard  and his faithful companion, wife and
best friend nancy



mailto:licata@comcast.net

The Society Pages

December 2011

the Society Pages

Volume 2 / Number 12 / December 2011

a publication of the Harsens Island/
St. Clair Flats Historical Society
PO Box 44 3058 S. Channel Dr.

Harsens Island Ml 48028
www.HISCFHS.org
Email@hiscfhs.org

Editor: Michele Komar
HISCFHS Board of Directors

Chairman of the Board
Gary Grout - 810-748-3320

President
Bernard Licata - 810-748-1825

1%t Vice President
John Chamberlain - 810-748-3519

2" Vice President
Bob Williams o 248-388-0465

Treasurer
open

Secretary
Nancy Licata - 810-748-1825

Directors
Nancy Boulton - 810-748-3802
Lucy Burby -Mastro - 810-748-8977
open

Square Dance Recap

We swung our part ne rfisgerlioken driedd o
chicken with all the fixinso.
19,90f ol ks gat her sHallwhere wehsquare i 0 n
danced the night away and had a great time!

Probl e

Thanks to our fabulous caller, Wa | t oNo

and Algonac Liquor for the fine food, the evening was a
grand success. Our guests were having so much fun they
asked us to do this even t monthly, so watch The Society
Pages and we will try to repeat this event over the long
winter months.
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March

We officially receive d the key to the building on
March 1, 2011. A lot of work needed to be done
before we could move in. There we re moisture
problems, cracks - both exterior and interior, the
grounds are overgrown, problems with the septic,
plumbing, heating and cooling system s. March
proved to be too cold to do much especially since
the furnace needed to be fixed. On a positive
note, the bylaw revisions were accepted by the
membership allowing for better corporate
structure. Workdays were scheduled and
donations for the museum and building fund were
trickling in.

April

April proved to be a big month for renovations.
We had a fleet of volunteers scraping, repairing
and painting both inside and out.

The overgrown shrubs were removed and
landscaping was done. A 1963 Chevy Suburban
Rescue vehicle was donated by Bob Williams. It
will need a bit of TLC to fix it up.

May

After 2 months of hard work, the Old Fire Hall was
rededicated at the Grand Opening Celebration held
May 31, 2011. 323 visitors toured the museum that
day.

We received a $500 grant from the Algonac Clay
Community Fund to be used toward signage and
display.

June

On June 25 the Society held a sold out Rum Runners
Party that featured a best costume contest , silent
auction and a delicious dinner at the Middle

Channel Country Club. Look for this to be an annual
event!




